Short Breaks : ‘Strategic Vision’

Minutes of the Focus Session

Town Hall, Devizes on Monday 30th March, 2009

· Short breaks have to be reformed by 2011 when they become a statutory right.  
· In 2009-10 there will be 205k for capital projects and 450k revenue.  
· In 2010-11 478.4 k Capital and 1451 k revenue.  
· Resources offered to the health service will be pooled as well.

There needs to be a fair standard offer, based on a needs assessment (one possibility might be CAF done by parents with support) which is transparent and understandable.  Aims to catch and identify the groups which currently fall through the net like ASD.

Parent consultation confirmed the view that there is:

· a great need for more support for children and young people to be able to access universal services.  
· Services must be positive and culturally appropriate, fit for purpose and age appropriate.

· They should be available on a planned and regular basis, at times when really needed such as holidays and weekends (rather than eg. offering disabled swimming sessions with oaps in term time only etc).

Assessment and consultation found shortcomings which need to be prioritised in reforming services, those being children and young people: 

· with ASD and SLD/ EBD.
· with complex health care needs.
· aged 11+ with moving/handling needs.
· with challenging behaviour associated with other disabilities eg. SLD. 

· aged 14+ 
There will be competitive tendering for providers, and a draft of the Commissioning Strategy will be presented to the Children & Young People’s Trust Disability Group on the 14th April, for consideration..

Eligibility criteria will not change depending on budget, if anything changes it will be the level of service, not who can have it.  Information for who is eligible is dependent on knowing who fits the criteria, parents will have to be encouraged to consent to be on a database because of data protection (this will go out to tender).
The Strategic vision of short breaks is that they should offer children and young people:

· time away from their primary carers and vice versa, 
· at a time when useful to the users, be it day, evening, overnight or weekend (ie. not the user having to fit into a box such as you take one night a week or you get nothing).  
Short breaks can take place in the child's home or the home of a relative, or a residential or community setting.  Access to universal services should be made more possible by strategy to stimulate the market in young Personal Assistants and capital spending to improve facilities ie at leisure centres. Thus both market and workforce will be improved.  Progress will be regularly monitored and reported on.

The aim of improving the short break services is to make them :

· Positive

· Accessible

· Reliable

· Easy to access

· Really give parents  a break







