

Introduction

This document summarises how disabled children and young people can access the three levels of service available in Wiltshire;

· Universal Services

· Targeted Services

· Specialist Services

It also sets out;

· access criteria for targeted short break services, that is- which children and young people will be able to use these services, and

· the Local Offer for targeted short break services, that is- what level of targeted service will be available for those children and young people who meet Wiltshire’s Access Criteria. The access criteria were agreed in consultation with parents and carers during October 2009.  
The Local Offer and Access Criteria will apply from the 1st May until the 31st March 2011, subject to on-going review.  At the end of this period, we will undertake a detailed review to make sure that the right children and young people have been included, and that the Local Offer is best meeting the needs of disabled children and young people in Wiltshire.

1.
Universal Services
Universal services are provided for everyone to use and benefit from – leisure centres, swimming pools, libraries, playgrounds, theatres, and youth clubs, for example.  The Disability Discrimination Act (DDA) 1985 places a duty on public authorities not to discriminate against people with a disability by treating them less favourably or failing to make reasonable adjustments.  

Many services in Wiltshire can be accessed and enjoyed by children and young people with a disability.  Information about these services can be obtained from a range of sources, including ASK
 (Wiltshire Family Information Service). 

At Wiltshire Council and NHS Wiltshire, we believe that as many disabled children and young people as possible should be able to access Universal Services, and during the course of the coming year we shall again be working with colleagues to provide more opportunities.

However, some children and young people will need additional support to access universal services, and some will need to access services especially designed to meet their needs.  These are the children and young people for whom targeted and specialist services are provided.

2.
Targeted Services
Wiltshire Council provides, or commissions (purchases), a number of services especially designed to meet the needs of children and young people with a disability.  These include;

· Bridging Youth Projects in eight county towns designed to encourage and enable young people aged 13+ to access youth clubs.

· National Autistic Society (NAS) Youth Clubs for children aged 8-12 and 13-18 with autistic spectrum disorders, in each of four towns in Wiltshire.

· Wiltshire Wildcats – wheelchair basketball for young people with physical disabilities.

· Sports Development Scheme – provision of sports clubs and activities for children and young people with disabilities.

· Computer Animation Workshops for young people.

· Music Clubs in four areas of the county.

All of these services can be accessed directly and without an assessment.  Information on these, and other available services, can be obtained from a range of sources including ASK and the Wiltshire Parent Carer Council
.
In addition, Wiltshire Council has agreed to provide and fund a specific level of targeted service (the local offer) to a wide range of children and young people who meet agreed criteria (access criteria).  The access criteria and information about the local offer for targeted services is provided below.

	AGE
	ACCESS CRITERIA
	LOCAL OFFER

	0 – 2 yrs
	Children aged 0-2 (or from birth to the age at which they are entitled to receive a Nursery Education Grant, usually the term after their 3rd birthday), who are identified through a Common Assessment Framework (CAF) as having additional needs.
Children who do not meet this criteria but whose parents/carers, or a lead professional working with the family, feel may require support to enable them to access short break services will be entitled to ask for an assessment of need using the Common Assessment Framework (CAF) to be undertaken, and may then (depending on the outcome of this assessment) be able to access the local offer, or part thereof.

	Children who meet the access criteria will be able to use:
· Funded sessions at a District Specialist Centre or Early Years Setting.  The number of sessions provided will be agreed for each child.


	3 – 4 yrs

	Children aged 3-4 (or those children in receipt of, or entitled to, a Nursery Education Grant who are not yet at school) and 
· are resident in Wiltshire, and
· who receive one to one support in their nursery setting, or 
· have been assessed as requiring one to one support in a nursery setting
will be entitled to access the local offer without an assessment.
Children who do not meet this criteria but whose parents/carers, or a lead professional working with the family, feel may require support to enable them to access short break services will be entitled to ask for an assessment of need using the Common Assessment Framework (CAF) to be undertaken, and may then (depending on the outcome of this assessment) be able to access the local offer, or part thereof.

	Children who meet the access criteria will be able to access one of the following;
· A local offer payment of £600, payable to families, to enable children and young people to access services or support of their choosing, or
· Up to £600 worth of Social Inclusion Funding, that will be administered by the Council to provide financial or staffing support to enable children and young people to access short break opportunities of their choosing.



	5- 7 yrs

	Children aged 5-7 (or children at school, or entitled to be at school, up until the day before their 8th birthday) who:
· are resident in Wiltshire, and
· attend a special school (in or out of County), or 
· attend a mainstream school or unit,  and receive a minimum of 25 hours a week support, or the equivalent
will be entitled to access the local offer without an assessment.
Children who do not meet this criteria but whose parents/carers, or a lead professional working with the family, feel may require support to enable them to access short break services will be entitled to ask for an assessment of need using the Common Assessment Framework (CAF) to be undertaken, and may then (depending on the outcome of this assessment) be able to access the local offer, or part thereof.

	Children who meet the access criteria will be able to access one of the following:
· A local offer payment of £600, payable to families, to enable children and young people to access services or support of their choosing, or
· Up to £600 worth of Social Inclusion Funding, that will be administered by the Council to provide financial or staffing support to enable children and young people to access short break opportunities of their choosing.


	8 – 17 yrs
	Children & young people aged 8-17 ( children & young people aged between 8 and up until the day before their 18th birthday) who:
· are resident in Wiltshire, and
· who attend a special school (in or out of County), or 
· who attend a mainstream school or unit,  and receive a minimum of 25 hours a week support, or the equivalent
will be entitled to access the local offer without an assessment.
Children who do not meet this criteria but whose parents/carers, or a lead professional working with the family, feel may require support to enable them to access short break services will be entitled to ask for an assessment of need using the Common Assessment Framework (CAF) to be undertaken, and may then (depending on the outcome of this assessment) be able to access the local offer, or part thereof.
	Children and young people who meet the access criteria  will be able to access one of the following:
· 90 hours of regular activity or holiday club provision at a service commissioned by Wiltshire Council, and provided by Barnardos, or
· A local offer payment of £600, payable to families, to enable children and young people to access services or support of their choosing, or
Up to £600 worth of Social Inclusion Funding, that will be administered by the Council to provide financial or staffing support to enable children and young people to access short break opportunities of their choosing.


3.
Specialist Services
The Children Disability Teams (CDT’s) are social work teams based in Children & Families directorate of the Department of Children and Education. These teams also include Occupational Therapists. There is clearly defined threshold and eligibility criteria in respect of receiving services from these teams; this means that in order to access the service an in depth assessment is required prior to more specialist services being accessed. 

Such services can include;

· Overnight respite care in a residential setting (for e.g. Canons House)

· Overnight and day care in a family based setting

· Personal assistant or sitting services

In respect of the Children & Disability Teams the eligibility criteria is set out as follows;

1. Children and families whose main need for services arises out of the children’s disabilities or intrinsic condition.

and

2. These conditions have substantial impact on the quality of that child or young person’s and/or their families lives

and

3. The needs can not be met by universal services or targeted services alone.

Where it is thought that the above eligibility criteria is met in the first instance CDT will consider a referral and based on the information and discussion with the person making the referral may move to an initial assessment or core assessment to consider the needs of the child/young person, parents/carers and the level of support services that might be appropriate to meet needs. The threshold and eligibility criteria for children’s disability teams (March 2010) can be accessed via Wiltshire Council website and also Pathways.

Other services are available through NHS Wiltshire for children and young people with very complex health care needs, or children who require very frequent medical intervention; including,

· Overnight and day medical and nursing care in the child’s own home

· Hospice based overnight care.

These services are usually accessed through a Paediatrician.

Need more information?

Over the coming months families will receive further information on the Access Criteria and Local Offer through schools or directly to their home addresses. 

In addition, the Wiltshire Parent Carer Council has organised a Short Breaks Fair to be held on Friday 23rd April at the Corn Exchange in Devizes. The day will consist of a series of workshops aimed at giving parents and carers more detailed information about the Wiltshire Local Offer and Access Criteria for short breaks. Barnardos will be available to explain the role of the Inclusion worker who will meet with each eligible family who expresses an interest, to complete an ‘All About Me’ form and to help to decide which option in the local offer best meets the children’s needs.  A flyer for this event is enclosed in the conference pack.

Further information will also be available through the Wiltshire Parent Carer Council website 
 and they will also be sending out an Easter newsletter.  
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� Contact details : telephone number 08457 585072,  www.askwiltshire.org


� Contact details: telephone number 01672 569 300, www.wiltshireparentcarercouncil.co.uk


� Contact details: telephone number 01672 569 300, www.wiltshireparentcarercouncil.co.uk





