
Hello Everyone! 
It was fantastic to see so many of you at the ‘Aiming High for Disabled Children         
in Wiltshire’ event last Thursday at the Civic Hall in Trowbridge.  Feedback was very 
positive from parents, carers and professionals alike and it is reassuring to know 
the majority of you feel as enthusiastic as we do about the progress being made in 
Wiltshire.  Thank you all for coming and, not least, for filling out the feedback 
forms at the end of the day!  These are really helpful for planning future events—
which reminds me, a word of apology for the parking arrangements folks.  If it’s of 
any consolation, I also fell fowl to the Parking Warden and no, I won’t be able to 
claim this on my expenses!   
Needless to say we were absolutely thrilled to have Jane Scott and Carolyn Godfrey 
open the event; their ongoing support is much valued and appreciated.                          

���������������	��

� � � � � � � � � � � � 	 
 � � 	 � � 
 � � 	 � 
 � � � 
 � � � 
 � � � � �Working to Improve Services 
for Disabled Children 

���������������	����	������	������
����������  

����������	
������
�����������������
����
�
���������

��������	�
��������������	�
��������������	�
��������������	�
������� ���

���������
��������������
���������
��������������
���������
��������������
���������
��������������
����
�������
�����������
�������
�����������
�������
�����������
�������
������� ����

� 
 � � � � � � � � �

����������������������������������������� ���
���
��������������������
��������������������
��������������������
������������������ ���

We are on the brink of a transformation to short break 
services in Wiltshire ‘hooray’, (further details inside).  As with 
anything new, we will all need time to adjust.  Effective from 
1st May 2010, new services will be rolled out across the 
county, gradually….so we will all need to be patient—just a 
little bit longer, until they become fully embedded. 
There is a lot of information to take in, particularly on the  
’Local Offer’ and some of you have already raised some 
queries, understandably so.  Rest assured these will all be  

addressed at the Short Breaks Fair lined up for the 23rd April—see enclosed for further details.    
To help families gain a better understanding of the Transition pathway, an event is taking place on the 
25th May.  Further details to follow shortly but do pop that date in your diaries now.  


��
� ���� It’s that time of year again-where does 
the time go?  Our accounts went off in the post 
today, at just 85p over budget!  We’re looking 
forward to submitting our application for the final 
year’s grant of £10k at the end of April, so we’ll 
let you know how that goes. 
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Thank you to those of you who came forward 
with an interest in becoming Parent 
Representatives.  Stuart will be in touch with you 
over the next few days about this and we look 
forward to working with you shortly. 
�

�� �������� ������ 
�	� To Clare Champion who 
has done a fantastic job in her lead role on 
Transitions.  Clare worked very closely with Susan 
Tomes (Wiltshire Council) on the Multi-Agency 
Protocol and the Transition Handbook for Parents, 
not to mention representing us admirably on the 
Transition Partnership Board.  Champion by name, 
champion by nature!  Thank you for all your hard 
work, commitment and dedication Clare; you will 
be sadly missed by us all.   
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On the 25th March, many of you came to the ‘Aiming High for Disabled Children in Wiltshire’ event, 
jointly organised by Wiltshire Council and the WPCC, where details of the transformation to short breaks 
services were announced. These will take �  �+��  
�!� ,��� -�)�%.,.� and will be 
�//��� �0�� "
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Opportunities will include short break activities which can be directly accessed by  disabled children and 
young people, �����0������������ ����������!���1�� There are 3 levels of services available: 
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Universal Services are provided for everyone to use and benefit from, eg. leisure centres, swimming 
pools, playgrounds, youth clubs, libraries, theatres, etc.  However, some children and young people will 
need additional support to access universal services, and others will need to access services especially 
designed to meet their needs.  These are the children and young people for whom ��
"����  and 
���+��/���  services are provided. 
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A number of services have been purchased by Wiltshire Council, in consultation with representatives of 
the Wiltshire Parent Carer Council, which are especially designed to meet the needs of children and 
young people who need additional support.  These include: 
 

�� #
��"��"��
�2�+���
�0����/03�� �
�,'4)
� . Designed to encourage and enable young people 
to access youth clubs.  8 locations across Wiltshire. 

�� ����
�0����/03�&
�0��� �/03�� �
�5&,%)
������,'&,5)
 �1� �Designed for children and young 
people with Autistic Spectrum Disorders.  4 locations across Wiltshire. 

�� ��/����
�� ��/�+���� ����/+���
� #��$��3�//�  �
� ,.4)
�1  For young people with physical 
disabilities. Tidworth (Kennet) 

�� ���
��� ����/��!���� �+��!� . Provision of sports clubs and activities for children and 
young people.  

�� ��!�0��
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� .  
�� -0��+��/03��5&,5)
�1� 4 locations across Wiltshire. 
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In ��������� to the above, a specific level of targeted services have been funded to better meet the needs 
of a wider range of children and young people, who previously enjoyed little or no breaks at all. We’re 
talking about an increase from less than 100 children, to just over 1000.  This is fantastic news!  Children 
and young people for whom these short breaks are intended, will meet ’access criteria’, which, I hasten 
to add, was previously agreed by 87% of our parent members during our Short Break Consultation 
carried out in October last year.  Interesting to note that the remaining 13% actually preferred tighter 
access criteria!   
 

Opportunities under the Local Offer are available to all children and young people who meet the access 
criteria, and �����0����������� �
����������!���6   Even better news! Full details  of the Local Offer and 
Access Criteria are enclosed. 
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There is clearly defined threshold and eligibility criteria in respect of receiving services from the      
Childrens Disability Teams.  This means that in order to access specialist services, an in depth             
assessment is required. Such services can include: 
 

�� Overnight respite care in a residential setting (for e.g. Canons House) 
�� Overnight and day care in a family based setting�
�� Personal assistant or sitting services�
 

The Childrens Disability Teams (CDT’s) are social work teams, which also include Occupational  
Therapists.  
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It’s great to have all this information but it is rather a lot to take in all  at once!  For this reason, we 
have organised training and  information workshops, giving you all the opportunity to find out about 
the various options and choices available across all short break services (and more!).   
 

Wiltshire Council is working very closely with us to give families better and more timely information in 
a ‘parent-friendly format’.  Professionals will be facilitating the workshops with the support of WPCC 
Parent Representatives.  There will also be display stands dotted around the venue for you to take a 
look at during the refreshment breaks.   
 

It is important for us all to understand the different aspects of the Local Offer, so that we can make 
the right choices that will best meet the needs of our children and our families.  We really do want you 
to get the most out of this day, so workshops have been designed in such a way  to allow 20-30mins 
for the service/option to be explained, with 10-15mins for a question and answer  session.    
 

In response to feedback from our parent membership, we have also invited various agencies to come 
and talk to us about the service and/or support they provide.  These include: 
 
�� ���/�
��<������3�/��)����!� to talk about their role, including eligibility criteria 
�� ��
�+����)!����4���/����
����
�+����)!�����0���
��� �
��+�� an overview  
�� ���� Parent Partnership Service offering information, support and advice on SEN issues 
�� ��
�
���0���
�  offer general support and advice on benefits, carer’s breaks and more 
�� ���<�=��
�����0���
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�� based in schools, to talk about their role and support 
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And, last but by no means least,  a special treat for us all!   
Kaya Drums will be giving a drumming exhibition during the lunch break,  

with pupils from Rowdeford School.  
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��+��= let us know what is working well  
and more importantly, what is NOT.  We need to know about the problems you 
and your family are facing in accessing and using services.   
Issues raised will remain in the strictest of confidence. 
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Access parents and carers for consultation about the services you provide.     
Contact us directly, or email the Parent Participation Officer, at Wiltshire Council, 
Karen Hedge email: karen.hedge@wiltshire.gov.uk. 

Wiltshire Parent Carer Council, The Pact Centre, 16 High Street, Pewsey, Wiltshire 
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Gathering information about your experiences helps us to identify common issues as well as highlighting 
where services are not meeting the needs of disabled children, young  people and families in Wiltshire.  
We use this information to inform the local authorities and work with them to look at how services and 
support can be improved. 
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We are unable to offer advice or support for individual cases, but we will do our best to redirect you to      
organizations that may be able to help. 
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Working to Improve Services 
for Disabled Children 
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Tel:  01672-569300 or Email: admin@wiltspcc.co.uk 
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Short Breaks Fair Friday 23rd April : 9.30am-2.30pm 
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Corn Exchange Devizes 

����>� ����>�

Transition Fair Tuesday 25th May : 9.30am-2.30pm 
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Corn Exchange Devizes 

Flyer for this event is enclosed, along with a booking form 

Flyer for this event is available on our website, although a booking form will not be available until 
the end of April. 


